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Arizona-New Mexico History Conference
Set for April 20-22, 2017
By Robert Torres

Native American dancers participate in downtown Flagstaff parade.
(NAU.PH.2006.41.7.39. Northern Arizona University, Cline Library, Edward J. Dawson Collection.)

The Arizona Historical Society,
Arizona History Convention Board,
and the Historical Society of New
Mexico are pleased to announce that
the 2017 Arizona-New Mexico History
Convention has been scheduled for
April 20-22 in Flagstaff.
The Little America Hotel is the

conference site. Early reservations are
recommended to take advantage of
the special $125 room rate. Call 1-800352-4386 before March 20 to guarantee
a room.
The Little America Hotel, located
close to I-40 on a 500-acre, heavily
wooded campus with hiking trails, is

fabulous. It also features a great
restaurant and spacious meeting
rooms, with an adjacent travel center
with fuel, snacks and a fast food
restaurant.
The last joint Arizona-New Mexico
conference was in 2013 at Las Cruces.
The history conference kicks off
on Thursday, April 20, with
registration, book display set-up, and a
series of preliminary workshops from
noon to 3:30 p.m. That evening the
12th Annual McFarland Forum
Plenary Session will feature Kathleen
Howard and Diana Pardue, who will
speak on "Fred Harvey at the Grand
Canyon and in the Greater
Southwest." The plenary session will
be followed by the opening dinner at
6:30 pm.
Friday morning will open with
registration and book displays and
vendors followed by a packed
program featuring four concurrent
sessions with a broad variety of topics,
which should be of special or general
interest to every attendee. Topics on
historic preservation, film in the
Southwest, archaeology, Arizona-New
Mexico statehood struggles, mining,
and Arizona pioneers will be featured
throughout the day.
A number of presenters, including
Robert Spude, Joe Sabatini, Nancy
Owen Lewis, John Kessell, Paul
Andrew Hutton, David Caffey, and
many more, will be familiar to
Historical Society of New Mexico
members.
At Friday noon is the HSNM
annual membership meeting and

lunch in the Grand Ballroom. Friday's
activities will conclude with the HSNM
book auction at 5 pm, followed by
dinner at 7. HSNM will also have its
book tables for sales on the honor
system, so thin your collections and
bring us your books on history and
Southwest subjects.
Saturday morning features sessions on
the Indian wars, politics, early radio,
tourism, and of course, wild west
topics. A special session will feature a
"History on Screen" workshop by John
Booth, of Arizona Public Media. This is
open to teachers, students, and
anyone interested in compiling
history on video.
Saturday afternoon will offer tours
to the World War II Navajo Ordinance
Depot, Pioneer Museum/Museum of
Northern Arizona Research Center, the
Lowell Observatory, and Riordan
Mansion. Registration, which will be
done at the registration desk, is
required for all these tours.
The 2107 joint conference will
conclude with a 6:00 p.m. reception in
the Grand Ballroom, followed by the
Arizona-New Mexico awards banquet.
The basic registration fee for
education only is $40. Individual
lunch, dinner and awards banquet
costs will be available on the
registration form, which will be mailed
out to all HSNM members with the
printed program. The program and
registration information will also be
posted on the New Mexico and
Arizona web sites, www.hsnm.org and
www.arizonahistory.org.

Little known Bankhead Highway linked two coasts,
delivered commerce and tourists to New Mexico

By Sherry Robinson
"If any town in the United States
trails with no signs or bridges. In New
the "Broadway of America," the
needs roads worse than us, it has my
Mexico, early motorists encountered
Bankhead
Highway
connected
pity," a New Mexico citizen told his
fences across roads and often got
Washington, D. C., to San Diego across
county commissioners. "Farmers," said
stuck in drifting sand.
the South and Southwest. Supporters
the local paper, "have been wedged
New Mexico joined the national
considered it the biggest thing since
between two sand hills long enough."
Good Roads movement, which
the coming of the railroad.
These were the first rumblings of
produced the earliest highways. Before
New Mexico's leading Bankhead
the Good Roads movement in New
Route 66, however, the Bankhead
booster was Dr. S. M. Johnson who
Mexico. In 1915, farmers in Roosevelt
Highway became one of the first
earned a national reputation for his
County threatened to take their
transcontinental highways.
highway advocacy. Johnson, for years
produce to markets in Texas, where
It began in 1916 with the
a Presbyterian minister with big
roads were better, if the county
Bankhead Highway Association,
congregations in Denver and Chicago,
commission didn't do something.
whose namesake, U. S. Sen. John H.
but the demands of his calling led to a
A century ago the nation's roads
Bankhead, of Alabama, was a leader of
nervous breakdown. He left the
were little more than dirt tracks and
the Good Roads movement. Known as
ministry, becoming a farmer and land
developer, according to a biography
by Richard F. Weingroff, of the Federal
Highway Administration. Johnson's
marriage to Ida Vail in Charlotte,
North Carolina, drew him into the
Good Roads movement led in that
state by his father-in-law.
Johnson chose to live in Ruidoso
for his health, said the Philadelphia
Inquirer, based on the novelist
Emerson Hough's description of the
rugged but beautiful country in Heart's
The Bankhead Highway through New Mexico had several branches.
Desire. In Lincoln County, the

Dr. S. M. Johnson was New Mexico's
ardent highway booster. (Federal
Highway Administration photo)

Johnsons became apple growers. Their
biggest cost was for transportation.
They were thirty miles from the
nearest railroad station and seventyfive miles from a town of any size. The
man of God, wrote Weingroff, became
"an apostle of good roads."
In 1910, Johnson and Dr. J. W. Laws
organized the Lincoln County Good
continued on page 3 
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Chautaqua performance
By Baldwin G. Burr, Secretary, HSNM
For more than a year I have been
presenting
a
Chautauqua
performance about the famous war
correspondent Ernie Pyle entitled
"Ernie Pyle: Bringing the World to
America's Doorstep." Chautauqua
performances take their name from
the town in upstate New York where
the idea of traveling humanities
programs originated in the late 1800s.
Chautauqua programs are presented
by a scholar posing as an historical
figure or an expert speaker making a
traditional presentation.
A lively
discussion follows each show.
The gold standard for historical reenactor performances in New Mexico
is sponsored by the New Mexico
Humanities
Council.
Their
Chautauqua
program
provides
recreations of such notable New
Mexicans as Doña Tules, Georgia
O'Keeffe, Laura Gilpin, Cabeza de
Vaca, the Buffalo Soldiers, Billy the
Kid, Pat Garrett and Lew Wallace. It
was a singular honor when my Ernie
Pyle performance was accepted for
sponsorship by the NMHC.
About Ernie Pyle
Ernest Taylor Pyle was born on
August 3, 1900, in Dana, Indiana. He
was killed on Ie Shima Island in the
South Pacific on April 18, 1945. He was
one of the most famous war
correspondents in World War II. Ernest
(his family did not call him "Ernie")
was raised on a farm in Vermillion
County, Indiana, but he was not fond
of the farming lifestyle, and left Dana
for the University of Indiana in
Bloomington as soon as he graduated
from high school in 1918.
He was not sure what to study, and
a friend named Paige Cavanaugh
suggested journalism, since it seemed
easy. Ernie (once he left Dana he
became "Ernie") eventually worked on
the Indiana Student Daily newspaper
and satisfied his love of travel by going
to Japan in 1922 with the Indiana
University baseball team. He left IU
shortly before graduation and took a
job with the La Porte, Indiana, Herald.
While at the newspaper Ernie was
recruited to join the Washington Daily
News, a new Scripps-Howard
newspaper in Washington, D.C.
There he met and married Geraldine
Elizabeth Seybolds, from rural
Minnesota, who was working for the
Civil Service Commission. Starting in
1935, Ernie began writing a daily
newspaper roving reporter column
about the people he met in his travels
around the United States. In the
beginning, Jerry went everywhere
with Ernie, and he referred to her as
"that girl who rides with me."
Eventually Jerry tired of life on the
road and Ernie continued his travels
by himself.
In December 1940, Ernie was sent
to London to cover the Blitz. His
reporting was well received, but he
was only there a short time and
returned to the states to continue
writing his roving reporter columns.
Finally, in 1943, he was assigned as a
war correspondent full time. First in
North Africa, then in Italy, and finally
during the Normandy invasion, Ernie
covered the day-to-day struggles of
the common soldier. Ernie returned
for a short time to the United States in
late 1944, then left again to cover the
war in the Pacific in January 1945. He
was killed by a Japanese sniper on the
island of Ie Shima, part of the
Okinawa chain of islands. Ernie was
first buried on Ie Shima, beside the GIs
he loved and who loved him in return,
and his body was later moved to
Okinawa, and finally to the military
cemetery at the Punchbowl in Hawaii.
Ernie
and
Jerry's
house
in
Albuquerque (the only home they ever
owned) became the first branch of the
2 - La Crónica Winter 2017

Albuquerque Public Library in 1948,
and it still serves that purpose today.
Idea for a Chautauqua
performance
One of the best books about Ernie
Pyle's early life and career, and in
particular his deep appreciation of the
American Southwest, is Richard
Melzer's Ernie Pyle in the American
Southwest (Sunstone Press, 1996). One
day in 2013 in Richard's office at the
University of New Mexico-Valencia, he
looked at a photograph of Ernie Pyle,
than at me, then back to the
photograph. "You look a lot like
Ernie," he said. "Have you thought
about doing a presentation about
him?" From such small acorns do large
oaks
grow.
Richard
would
occasionally remind me of the
resemblance and urge me to work up
a historical presentation.
And in fact, the resemblance
involved more than just appearance.
Ernie and I are both the same height, 5'
8" tall, and I outweigh him by 13
pounds. We were both raised in small
farming communities located no more
than twelve counties apart in the
Midwest, Ernie in Indiana and me in
Ohio, and neither one of us wanted to
follow the farming lifestyle. I didn't
have to worry about getting Ernie's
voice right, since we shared that rather
flat Midwestern accent. We both also

Ernie Pyle
had a deep appreciation and love for
the Southwest. The similarities were
merely incidental, however, since I
was originally thinking about doing a
historical presentation rather than a
dramatic performance.
As it turns out, there is a big
difference between a presentation,
where the speaker is at a rostrum and
presents facts about the subject to an
audience, and a performance, with a
stage setting, formal dialogue,
costumes, and props. Instead of a
single thumb drive with a PowerPoint
presentation on it, the Ernie Pyle
Chautauqua performance required
two large trunks for props and
costume, a folding table and chair, and
a folding Army style cot. Also needed
were a sound system with wireless
microphone and separate channel for
additional audio, a video projector
and a laptop computer. It takes about
an hour to set up the stage, connect
audio and video sources and get into
costume.
Creating a scenario
One of the main differences
between a performance and a
presentation is the need to create a
scenario for the performance. In a
presentation the setting is established
by the physical location where the
presentation is being given. In a
performance, a specific historical
setting has to be created, taking into
consideration geographic location,

Ernie Pyle on assignment…

…and B. G. Burr's recreation of Ernie Pyle

time period, set furnishings and
costume. The main problem was that
I could not imagine how to make the
transition from standing in front of an
audience and talking about Ernie Pyle
to a stage performance where I
became Ernie Pyle.
On one of my visits to the Ernie
Pyle Library in Albuquerque I noticed
a large table covered with glass. Under
the glass were original typescripts of
some of Ernie's columns, and dozens
of snapshots of Ernie. It was while
looking at the snapshots that the idea
for
staging
the
Chautauqua
performance came to me. I thought
that all GIs carry a stack of snapshots
with them, and whenever they get
together they talk about their pictures.
"Look at this one, that's my girl Betty
Jean. Ain't she a beaut?" I imagined
Ernie in a tent in the South Pacific,
sharing his photos with a group of GIs.
The snapshots cued and ordered the
dialog, and as Ernie talked about the
pictures I could project them on a
screen positioned at the back of the
stage set.
I had located many photographs
of Ernie Pyle and had a good idea
what he wore on a day-to-day basis. I
was able to approximate his costume
with contemporary items that looked
enough like WWII items to pass
muster. One thing that made
assembling a costume easier was the
fact that Ernie did not wear a regular
uniform but appropriated bits and
pieces of clothing, usually warm, and
those items were easier to find than a

buckle that he got from Skip Maisel's
Indian shop in Albuquerque, and an
aviator's watch that was given to him
by Amelia Earhart. These items were
fairly easy to locate. I tried to match as
closely as possible one of my favorite
photographs of Ernie Pyle.
Other key props for the
performance included a 1930s era
Underwood portable typewriter (on
loan from the Los Lunas Museum of
Heritage and Arts), a Zippo lighter
(mine, from the days when I was a
smoker), a WWII style canteen, a field
table and an Army style folding cot.
The canteen was necessary because I
needed to have water to drink on
stage, but could not have a plastic
water bottle visible to the audience.
The army cot was harder to find that I
thought. I located several authentic
WWII wooden frame canvas cots on
the Internet and at military surplus
stores, but after all of those years in
storage, the canvas had rotted on all of
them. I settled on a contemporary cot
with an aluminum frame and nylon
webbing. The field table was
appropriated from my camping gear. I
covered the modern pieces with Army
blankets to disguise their age
The Ernie Pyle Legacy Foundation
was founded by direct descendants of
Ernie Pyle (on the Bales cousin side of
the family, since Ernie and his wife
Jerry had no children). The mission
statement of the Foundation says:
“The Ernie Pyle Legacy Foundation is
established for the purpose of actively
upholding and fostering ongoing

One key prop is an
Underwood portable typewriter.

fully integrated period uniform. One
of the hardest items to locate was a
knit "jeep" cap, which was the most
recognizable piece of clothing Ernie
wore. I finally found one at an online
"hip-hop" shop. Ernie also always wore
a belt with a southwestern silver

recognition
of
the
distinct
contributions of war correspondent
Ernie Pyle to the military, the families
of soldiers who were touched by his
reporting and professional journalists.
The foundation will endeavor to
continued on page 6 

Research Grants made to Individuals, Institutions
By Fred Friedman

Dawson patriots and their families gather at a
September 2016 Dawson reunion.
HSNM President Janet Saiers
announced four awards for the Nina
Otero-Warren Institutional and
Individual grants that HSNM offers
yearly. Fred Friedman chaired the
grant awards committee, made up of
John Taylor, John Ramsey, and Adam
Hein.
Institutional grants honor the
contributions of Nina Otero-Warren,
author, educator, and political
activist, who led in the effort to
secure voting rights for women in
New Mexico. Such grants are
intended to help organizations or
institutions complete projects that
further their program objectives and
are consistent with HSNM purposes,
that is, the development and
dissemination
of
historical
information and fostering of interest
in the history of New Mexico and the
Southwest.
Individual grants from the
Society provide financial assistance
to professional researchers toward
the completion of projects stemming
from their work. The two
institutional and two individual
winners represent a variety of
important subjects in diverse
locations throughout the state.
Institutional grants in the
amount of $1,000 each were

awarded to the National Hispanic
Cultural Center and the Ft. Bayard
Historic Preservation Society.
The project at the National
Hispanic Cultural Center will be
coordinated by archivist Anna
Uremovich and help produce a
variety of on-line and photographic
informational
panels
and
information. Specifically, funds were
utilized to enhance knowledge and
use of the Mari Luci Jaramillo
collection and other collections.
Through the exhibit and online
access to the collection, researchers
and the general public will be able to
conduct research related to Hispanic
history and culture. HSNM funds will
be used to purchase processing,
storage, and preservation supplies
and will cover the expense of
producing exhibit panels. The
project, including all processing,
preservation, and exhibit activity,
was completed in November 2016.
Cecilia Bell will coordinate the
project for the Ft. Bayard Historic
Preservation Society. It will go
toward the preservation and
furtherance
of
historic
and
interpretive information about Fort
Bayard, near Silver City. Fort Bayard
was established as a U. S. Army
installation in 1866 to protect miners

Bankhead Highway... (continued from page 1)

The highway into Roswell (early 1920s) was an improvement over
primitive early roads.
(Federal Highway Administration photo)

Roads Association and helped win
approval of a good-roads bond in a
county election. Johnson predicted, to
local skepticism, that someday a
transcontinental highway would cross
the county and that the automobile
would transform the nation. They
needed new planned and engineered
roads, he said, and the federal

government should help the states
build such roads.
Johnson worked from 1910 to
1912 to get a road built, called the
Borderland Route, linking Roswell and
El Paso and helped change New
Mexico laws to begin the work. In 1913
he became a delegate to a conference
in Asheville, North Carolina, held to

and other settlers in the area along
the Apache Trail. It was one of many
installations
throughout
the
Southwest that was garrisoned by
Buffalo Soldiers. Following the
capture of Geronimo in 1886, Fort
Bayard's continued usefulness, like
that many posts in the Southwest,
came under scrutiny although it was
soon chosen as an Army tuberculosis
hospital and research center.
In 1922 the hospital became part
of the Veteran's Administration, and
the cemetery officially became Fort
Bayard National Cemetery. The fort
was partially reactivated as a
military installation during World
War II, and a number of German
prisoners of war were held at the fort
from 1943 to 1945. The fort is now
administered
by
the
state
Department of Health as Fort Bayard
Medical Center, a long-term care
nursing facility that also contains a
chemical dependency treatment
center.
Cecilia and her assistants will
assist in more clearly defining
important divisions of the fort's
evolving history. Scholars working
on the Fort Bayard project have
classified the importance of the fort
as the Military Era, 1866-1899; the
Army Medical Era, 1899-1920; and
the Transitional and Veterans'
Administration Era, 1920-1965.
In the individual category, two
researchers - Robert Hagan and
Emily Fraser - each received $1,000
to pursue historic interests in
southwestern and northeastern New
Mexico. Robert is tracing Apache
travel routes, and Emily plans to
make a film about the coal mining
town of Dawson.
Robert's project is entitled
"Tracing Apache travel routes
between the Sierra Madre in
northern Mexico and the mountains
of southeastern Arizona and
southwestern New Mexico, 1848-

1886." He will use military reports
and newspaper accounts to produce
topographic maps and photos of the
terrain. Many of these routes are in
limited use today and parallels with
historic events are expected to help
illuminate issues surrounding the
security of the international border.
He
maintains
a
website
(trackingnana.com) as part of a
continuing effort to promote
understanding of this period of
southwestern history.
Film-maker Emily Fraser will tell
the story of Dawson through
interviews of three former residents,
now scattered across the United
States, as they await the next
Dawson reunion.
"Ghost Town" follows the last
living residents of Dawson, which
became a ghost town more than 60
years ago. When the company that
owned the town shut down the
mines and sold off the buildings in
1950, the residents were given less
than two months' notice to leave. All
that remains today is an old gravel
road and a cemetery full of metal
crosses. And yet, the former
residents are in love with their town;
and they return every other summer
for a reunion. Told through three
residents, now in their eighties, the
film follows the quiet of their day-today lives as they cope with declining
physical health and the loss of their
friends and spouses.
On completion of the work,
each grantee will provide a report of
expenditures and accomplishments.
HSNM received a large number of
applications, all of interest likely to
contribute meaningfully to the
state's
history
and
historic
preservation. While the board
understands the disappointment of
those who were not selected, it
encourages applicants to re-submit
their proposals in 2017.

choose a route for a highway from
Washington, D. C., across the South to
California. Johnson's Borderland
Route became part of what they called
the Southern National Highway.
On the same trip, he attended the
second National Good Roads Federal
Aid Convention in Washington,
sponsored by the AAA. Johnson spoke
at the meeting, which raised his profile
and gave him new connections. One
of his new friends was Sen. John H.
Bankhead, chairman of the Senate
Committee on Post Offices and Roads.
The following year, Johnson spoke
at the four American Road Congress in
Atlanta. The pastor had not lost his
touch: "Does not the Good Book say to
make the crooked straight and the
high places low and the low places
high and to make smooth the way of
the Lord? It is time that we interpreted
that rightly. Does it not say that we live
and move and have our being in Him?
Well, the moving is pretty tough in
some places and therefore good roads
have a great deal to do with religion."
Johnson removed from tissue
paper three beautiful apples that were
five inches in diameter. "Now I am
feeding apples like these to the hogs of
Lincoln County because the United
States government has not thus far
lifted a finger to improve the roads
across its own land," he said. The road
across
the
Mescalero
Apache

Reservation was the worst in the entire
Southern National Highway, he said.
The meeting passed a resolution in
support.
By April 1916, Congress was
debating a bill to spend federal funds
on roads. Opponents argued that the
states were building good roads; Henry
Ford himself didn't think roads were a
good use of taxpayer money.
Proponents countered that only
wealthy states could afford road
construction. Ultimately, Congress
agreed that the nation had entered the
automobile age and, said Sen.
Harding, "humanity is on wheels
nowadays."
On July 11, 1916, President
Woodrow Wilson approved the
Federal Aid Road Act, which
established the federal-aid highway
program. It authorized $75 million
over five years to the states for road
building. Although World War I
sidelined the program, the conflict
gave the public an appreciation for
truck transport, and American dough
boys experienced France's excellent
roads.
From 1918 on, every meeting of
the Bankhead Highway Association
saw members fighting over the route
as local boosters agitated to get their
town on the highway, according to
newspaper accounts. There was
similar jostling in Washington over
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Bankhead Highway... (continued from page 3)
funding. A Pathfinders Committee,
made up of a government engineer, a
civil engineer and three members of
the association defined the route.
New Mexico, the government
announced, would receive nearly $4.4
million in 1919, 1920 and 1921 out of
$275 million budgeted. Dollars would
be disbursed according to road miles
and population, prompting outcries of
"pork" by small states. Johnson was
then president of New Mexico's
Bankhead Highway Association, and J.
F. Clayton Jr. and C. C. Croke were
directors. They succeeded in getting
an "optional route" for Roswell and
Chaves County.
In a major development, in 1919,
the War Department began turning
over equipment to the states for road
building.
This
was
Johnson's
brainchild. As the government
debated what to do with its war
surplus in France, Johnson asked,
"Why not transfer it to a department of
peace?" He sold the idea in
Washington and helped write a bill for
his good friend Sen. Bankhead. By
June 1919 thousands of trucks,
tractors, scrapers, graders and other
equipment was being distributed, and
by 1921New Mexico had more than $2
million
worth,
reported
the
Albuquerque Journal. Johnson began
encouraging local governments in
New Mexico to request the machinery
because they might never have such
an opportunity again.
Johnson, described by the New
Orleans
Times-Picayne
as
"a
prominent and well known good
roads advocate," was then an officer of
the Bankhead National Highway
Association and addressed the massive
convention of the United States Good
Roads Association. Also on the agenda
was Cyrus G. Avery, who would
become the "father of Route 66."
The Albuquerque Journal wrote in
1921 that "there is every indication
that (the Bankhead Highway) will
shortly become the foremost coast to
coast route for automobile traffic."
Johnson urged New Mexico to do
its part. Enabling legislation required
each state to form a highway
commission and meet half the cost of
the projects. New Mexico stepped up,
and work began. In 1921 more federal
funding was available, but New
Mexico had to come up with a $1.25
million match. "Labor is now plentiful,
and employment is sorely needed,"
Johnson argued. "Conditions have
never before been so favorable for a
forward step. The state is ably and
honestly served by its highway
commission and a most efficient state
highway engineer." He pointed out
that impassable mud holes on the road
between Albuquerque and Las Vegas
were "a mighty poor advertisement for
our state."
The Bankhead Highway in 1921
extended from El Paso to San Diego,
and the association gave stamped
postcards to tourists to help spread the
word. By 1922, it had more paved road
between San Diego and the nation's
mid-section than the other four roads
under construction. That year builders
finished the link between Roswell and
Acme.
The Broadway of America wasn't a
single route. In New Mexico, the main
road entered the state at Berino from
El Paso and continued west through
Vado, Mesilla Park, Las Cruces, Aden,
Cambray, Myndus, Deming, Tunis,
Separ and Lordsburg. At Lordsburg it
split; the southern route continued to
Tucson and the northern route to
Globe.
A branch entered New Mexico at
4 - La Crónica Winter 2017

HSNM, Jewish Historical
Society partner in speakers
bureau
By Linda Goff

Portions of the Bankhead Highway
survive, like this one in Texas.
(Sherry Robinson photo)

Tatum and passed through Roswell.
The Red River branch began at Texico
and passed through Clovis, Cameo,
Portales, Delphos, Elida, Kenna, Acme
and Roswell, where it joined the
Central Connector route and went on
through Picacho, Tinnie, Hondo,
Glencoe, Ruidoso, Mescalero, Bent,
Tularosa, La Luz, Alamogordo,
Turquoise, Oro Grande, and Newman.
Then it turned south and linked up
with the main route.
Roswell, in the 1920s, had a
Bankhead Hotel, once described by
author John Sinclair as "the
stockman's favorite."
The main route, from Las Cruces
to Lordsburg, passed over what had
been New Mexico Route 4, designated
in 1909. In 1926 it became U. S. 80,
which for years was a major
transcontinental highway connecting
San Diego to Georgia. In 1965, U. S. 80
in New Mexico was replaced by
Interstate 10, U. S. 70 and U. S. 180.
The Washington Post called
Johnson the "most potent, persistent,
and colorful personality in the whole
good roads movement in America."
His devotion to the cause brought no
personal gain but moved the nation
toward cheaper, more comfortable
transportation
that
ultimately
enhanced its unity. He coined the
slogan, "A Paved United States in Our
Day."
The
3,000-mile
Bankhead
Highway linked communities, drew
travelers and commerce and became
a lifeline. It not only delivered on the
association's promises, its successor
roads are still delivering.

As more people bought automobiles,
motorists demanded better roads.

HSNM takes pride in assisting its
organizational members with grants,
awards, and speakers from its
Speakers Bureau. In a new
cooperative venture, we're happy to
announce HSNM support of the New
Mexico Jewish Historical Society's
creation of a Speakers Bureau of its
own.
The HSNM will include Jewish
Historical Society speakers in HSNM's
Speakers Bureau list. The Jewish
Historical Society's speakers will be
booked and compensated like any
other speakers since their topics all
pertain to New Mexico history. The
Jewish Historical Society's speakers are
all members of the HSNM. Their topics,
names, and contact information will
be listed on both the NMJH's website
and the HSNM's website.
This is a new project for the HSNM
and NMJHS, and both organizations
are eager to see it succeed for the
betterment of sharing new dimensions
of New Mexico history.
Seven NMJH speakers will
participate initially. They are:
Harvey Buchalter:
hcbuchalter@gmail.com
Harvey has resided in New Mexico
since 1969 and is a retired high school
and college teacher as well as an
active sculptor, designer, and writer on
Jews in New Mexico and how their
history and culture have made a
lasting impact on the state.
Speaking Topics:
"Building Community and Culture:
Jews in the 20th Century Albuquerque"
"The Jewish Immigrant Experience in
New Mexico"
"How Yiddish has Shaped Life in
America"
"Albuquerque's Congregation B'nai
Israel: The First 90 Years"
Norma Libman:
nrmlibman@gmail.com
Norma is a journalist and lecturer with
degrees in education and literature
from Northeastern Illinois University.
She has taught at universities,
colleges, and workshops in New
Mexico, Illinois, and elsewhere. She
also has designed Jewish content
programs for the Rhoads Scholar
program and served as a presenter
and group leader.
Speaking Topics:
"Lives of Contemporary Crypto-Jews
in New Mexico"
"From Spain to New Mexico: The
Journey to Keep a Secret"
Richard Melzer:
rmelzer@unm.edu
A Regents Professor of History at the
University of New Mexico's Valencia
Campus, Richard Melzer is a long-time
member of the HSNM's Speakers
Bureau.
New Speaking Topic:
"The Swastika in New Mexico Cultures
and History"

Noel Pugach:
npugach@unm.edu
Noel is currently Professor Emeritus of
History at the University of New
Mexico, where he has taught since
1968. He specializes in U.S. Foreign
Relations and the history of the
Holocaust.
He
has
published
numerous articles on New Mexico
Jewish history in Legacy, NMJHS
Quarterly Newsletter, The Forward,
and B'nai Brith Magazine.
Speaking Topics:
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Tablet Magazine.
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Jewish New Mexico"
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Isabelle is a retired professional
educator and an adjunct faculty
member at Northern New Mexico
College and New Mexico State
University. She also served as an
elementary school principal in the
Santa Fe and Hernandez schools. She
continues to consult with Santa Fe and
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ELL/Bilingual Programs. Isabelle holds
an Ed.D. from the University of
Wyoming.
Speaking Topic:
"Bi-Lingual/ESL Education and New
Mexico Crypto-Jews"
Paula Schwartz:
amar@swcp.com
Paula completed her Ph.D. in
psychology at the Medical College of
Pennsylvania. She is now retired and
living in Albuquerque. While in
practice, she published many scientific
articles and books. She recently
served as the president of the NMJHS.
She is working on a major new
documentary about Jewish history in
New Mexico.
Speaking Topics:
"Challah Rising in the Desert: Jewish
Settlement in New Mexico"
"Telling New Mexico's Jewish History
Through the Medium of Film.

President's Message, Winter 2017

Janet Saiers
One of the joys of being your
Society president is visiting museums
and history groups around New
Mexico on your behalf. This summer
and early fall allowed visits to
Geronimo Springs Museum in T or C,
the Red River Historical Society and its
"little red schoolhouse," the new
Tularosa Basin Museum of History in
Alamogordo, and the Carrizozo
Heritage Museum.
With HSNM Board member Kathy
Flynn, I visited Carrizozo on Nov. 5
and met its president, John Schultz,
who lives just a few blocks down the
street from the museum. The museum
building had been a frozen food
locker. It features exhibits on
education; New Mexico's first
governor, William McDonald, who
lived in nearby White Oaks; the
western life room with an extensive
barbed wire collection; and a wall

display of post offices in Lincoln
County that are no more. The museum
must close for the winter because of
limited heating in parts of the building.
That trip started Nov. 4 with a
visit to the new Tularosa Basin
Museum of History. I urge HSNM
members to visit this new museum,
which is three times larger than the
one in the small building they shared
for many decades with the Chamber
of Commerce. The museum features
many facets of history in the Tularosa
Basin: original Native American
settlements, railroad, military, and
schools. A recent museum event
honored the 1950 Alamogordo High
School state championship football
team. More information is on their
website,
www.alamogordohistory.com.
I encourage all members to attend
the April 20-22, 2017 joint ArizonaNew Mexico conference to be held in
Flagstaff, Arizona. The town has a
wonderful historic district and lots of
Route 66 vestiges. The meeting will be
held at the Little America Hotel, which
is offering a $125 single or double
room rate. Reservations may be made
at 1-800-352-4386. Programs will be
mailed in early February, and the
program will be accessible on the
HSNM web site.
Your president, Janet Saiers

A Look at Two Member
Organizations of HSNM

Coronado Historic Site, located at Bernalillo, is the site of major events during the year.

The member organizations of the
Historical Society of New Mexico vary
in size, services, funding and structure.
Some organizations maintain and staff
buildings or museums, provide
websites and regular newsletters.
Other organizations are program
oriented with a monthly speaker
series.
The Menaul Historical Library of
the Southwest doesn't have a speaker's
series but it is hard at work preserving
materials that represent the history of
the Presbyterian Church in New
Mexico, Utah, Colorado and Arizona.
A current project is converting their
collection of oral history on audio
tapes to a digital form. You can listen
to those tapes on the library's
computer.
The library is open to the public
Tuesday through Friday from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. and is housed on the campus
of Menaul School in Albuquerque. It is
an all-volunteer group. The library's
holdings include books, periodicals,
photographs,
manuscripts,
correspondence
and
other
memorabilia. The library's catalogues
can be accessed on the website.
Contact:
www.menaulhistoricallibrary.org
505-343-7480

The Friends of Coronado Historic
Site (CHS) in Bernalillo began in 2003
and today has almost 400 members.
The mission of the Friends "is to
continue to maintain this uniquely
beautiful and historic site and increase
public awareness and appreciation of
Southwest history and culture through
many activities, such as workshops,
demonstrations, lectures, tours and
special events."
Volunteers run the Sunfather's Gift
Shop at CHS and sell a variety of items
from books to clothing, pottery,
jewelry, cards and much more.
Proceeds from the gift shop are used
to offset the cost of programs and
events at Coronado. The Friends also
recruit docents to help at the historic
site. The Friends provide a quarterly
newsletter, which is also available
electronically.
They sponsor major events at
Coronado along with members-only
field trips and program speakers
during the year. Coronado is located
near the Sandoval County Historical
Society building (the DeLavy House)
so some of the lecture programs take
place there.
Contact:
https://kuaua.com/friends/
505-867-5351

BOOK REVIEW
Jack M. Campbell: The Autobiography
of New Mexico's First Modern
Governor, by Jack M. Campbell as told
to Maurice Trimmer, with Charles C.
Poling. University of New Mexico
Press, 2016, $39.95 hardcover.
Review by David Caffey
Several former New Mexico
governors have chosen to tell their
stories through personal narratives
revealing early and formative
experiences, as well as involvements
in the politics and public life of
territorial and statehood times. Such
works-including books by and about
Miguel Otero, George Curry, David
Cargo, Bruce King, and Bill
Richardson-are generally informative
and instructive concerning New
Mexico's history from the American
Occupation to the present. Jack
Campbell's autobiography, produced
with considerable assistance, makes a
worthy addition to this list, giving
readers a sense of important changes
that would help transform the
economic and political landscape in
the 1960s and thereafter.
Campbell's capable and trusted
press secretary, Maurice Trimmer,
worked with him to record his
recollections. The former governor's
death in 1999 left a substantial but
incomplete manuscript, prodigiously
informative
as
to
influential
experiences in his early life and
continued pursuit of core interests
following his four years in the
governor's office, but not including a
substantial portion of his tenure as
governor, 1963 to 1967. This was to
have been the final step in the telling.
It fell to Charles C. Poling to add
material relating notable events of
Campbell's administration and splice it
as seamlessly as possible into the text
prepared earlier by Campbell and
Trimmer. Poling did this, claiming
minimal credit for his critical role in
supplying essential parts of the story
and producing a coherent narrative.
Portions finished by Campbell convey
the power and immediacy of a firstperson account by a subject of
singular interest and importance.
The design and construction of a
new state capitol popularly known as
the "Roundhouse" was not the most
consequential
achievement
of
Campbell's administration, but it was
one of the more public and
controversial events. A contemporary
design for the new edifice ignited
intense criticism by local leaders and
others concerned with implications
for the historic character of Santa Fe
architecture and the potential impact
on one of the city's major tourist
magnets. Gov. Campbell and the

Jack M. Cambell

Capitol
Building
Improvement
Commission, which he chaired,
weathered the controversy. With
modifications added to pacify the
objectors, the plans were approved
and the completed structure was
dedicated
in
1966.
General
acceptance-and pride-followed.
Campbell's more substantive
efforts, in terms of state leadership,
involved improvements in education,
pursuit of an enlarged role in scientific
research and development, and
attempts at reform in legislative
reapportionment and redistricting and
constitutional revision-both meeting
with mixed results, but building a
foundation for future successes.
Campbell's years as governor were
busy and eventful, as he and the
legislature wrestled with one difficult
issue after another, reorienting state
government to reflect the realities of
urban growth and the growing
importance of science, education, and
partnership in federal and corporate
initiatives. Campbell also took on the
challenge of modernizing state
agencies.
Following his tenure as governor,
Campbell remained committed to his
core interests in progressive leadership
and good government, as reflected in
his involvements with nuclear safety
issues under auspices of the federal
Atomic Energy Commission, and with
cooperative planning on the part of
state governments, and in efforts to
increase involvement in scientific
research and development. All told,
Jack Campbell's story provides
authentic glimpses of a consequential
and sympathetic figure, and a
welcome perspective on an eventful
but somewhat underreported time in
New Mexico's long and multi-faceted
history.

Gov. Jack M. Campbell met with President John F. Kennedy in the Oval
Office in May 1963. (White House Photos)
La Crónica Winter 2017 - 5

La Crónica is published by the
HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO
Post Office Box 1912
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504
Email: hsnminfo@gmail.com
----John P. Conron (1921-2005), Editor 1976-2005
Carleen Crisp Lazzell (1940-2015), Editor 2005-2015
----Editor: Sherry Robinson
Associate Editor, Ronald R. Hadad
----HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO OFFICERS
Janet Saiers, President, Albuquerque
Dennis Reinhartz, Vice Presidant, Santa Fe
Nancy Owen Lewis, 2nd Vice President, Santa Fe
Baldwin G. Burr, Secretary, Los Lunas
Roberta Scott, Treasurer, Los Lunas
Mike Stevenson, Immediate Past President,
Texarkana, Texas
HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
John Bloom, Las Cruces
Don Bullis, Rio Rancho
David Caffey, Lubbock
Gary Cozzens, Lincoln County
Doyle Daves, Las Vegas
Kathryn A. Flynn, Santa Fe
Fred Friedman, Santa Fe
Bruce Gjeltema, Gallup
John Grassham, Albuquerque
Renee Harris Santa Fe
Adam Heien, Las Cruces
Kermit Hill, Santa Fe
Richard Melzer, Belen
Cynthia Orozco, Ruidosa
John Ramsey, Los Alamos
Dawn Santiago, Las Cruces
John Taylor, Los Lunas
Robert Tórrez, Albuquerque

Non-Profit Organization

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
Santa Fe, New Mexico
87501
Permit No. 95

Number 106

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO
Post Office Box 1912
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

TO:

EX-OFFICIO BOARD MEMBERS
Rick Hendricks, New Mexico State Historian
Michelle Quisenberry, Director,
New Mexico Humanities Council
Patrick Moore, Director,
New Mexico Historic Sites

Chautaqua...
(continued from page 2)

create public awareness of the
journalistic accomplishments of Ernie
Pyle among generations of Americans
who did not benefit from his reporting
during that period of global conflict
and to provide opportunities for an
ongoing dialogue among working
journalists, students and the public at
large.
”Celebration of Ernie's life
The Ernie Pyle Legacy Foundation
(www.erniepylefoundation.org),
founded by direct descendants of
Ernie Pyle on a cousin's side of the
family, since Ernie and his wife Jerry
had no children, is planning a major
celebration of Ernie's life, to be held in
Albuquerque on August 3, 2017. One
of the goals of the Foundation is to
establish a national Ernie Pyle Day.
Planned events include a keynote
speech by war correspondent Joe
Galloway, an exhibition celebrating
Ernie's life at the Los Lunas Museum of
Heritage and Arts, a publication about
Ernie Pyle's journalistic legacy, and
my New Mexico Humanities Council
performance "Ernie Pyle: Bringing the
World to America's Doorstep."

HSNM recognizes Shirley Akers of Weed, New Mexico, for her establishment of the Weed History Museum.
Weed is in the Sacramento Mountains near Cloudcroft. Born Shirley Cady in 1934, she grew up on a ranch east
of Weed, graduating from Weed High School in 1952. She bore four children with husband Jimmy Stone. After
his passing she married Noel Akers and was postmistress at Weed for 30 plus years. Concerned that the history
of the area would be forgotten, she began collecting photographs, papers and artifacts. When the county made
a room available in the old school building in 2008, she began work on the museum. Thank you Shirley for
telling the story of this interesting area. Weed was named for William Weed, a White Oaks merchant who
established a branch store there. ~ Kermit Hill

NEW BOOKS FOR YOUR NEW MEXICO HISTORY BOOKSHELF
Compiled by Richard Melzer
Richard Frost. The Pueblos and the
Railroad. Salt Lake City: University of
Utah Press, 2016.

Camilla Kattell. Youth on the Santa
Fe Trail. Santa Fe: Light Horse
Publishing, 2015.

Jann Haynes Gilmore. Olive Rush:
Finding Her Place in the Santa Fe
Art Colony. Santa Fe: Museum of New
Mexico Press, 2016.

Ronald Kessler. Old Spanish Trail
North Branch and Its Travelers:
Stories of the Exploration of the
American Southwest. Santa Fe:
Sunstone Press, 2016.

Phillip B. Gonzales, Política:
Nuevomexicanos and American
Political Incorporation, 18211910. Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 2016.
Siegfried Hecker, ed. Doomed to
Cooperate. Los Alamos: Bathtub Row
Press, 2016.

John LeMay. Tall Tales and Half
Truths of Pat Garrett. Charleston:
History Press, 2016.
Celia Lopez-Chavez. Epics of Empire
and Frontier: Alonso de Ercilla
and Gaspar de Villagrá as Spanish
Colonial Chroniclers. Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 2016.

Lenton Malry. Let's Roll This Train:
My Life in New Mexico Education,
Business,
and
Politics.
Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 2016
Lawrence D. Sundberg. Dinetah: An
Early History of the Navajo
People. Santa Fe: Sunstone Press,
2016.
Doug Thompson. Underground
Ranger: Adventures in Carlsbad
Caverns National Park and Other
Remarkable Places. Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 2016.

Samuel Nugent Townshend. Our
Indian Summer in the Far West:
An Autumn Tour of Fifteen
Thousand Miles in Kansas, Texas,
New Mexico, Colorado, and the
Indian
Territory.
Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 2016.
Lois P. Rudnick and MaLin WilsonPowell, eds. Mabel Dodge Luhan
and Company: American Moderns
and the West. Santa Fe: Museum of
New Mexico Press, 2016.
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